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This is a story of a time when an angel came, sat with the Messenger of God, and taught the 
followers around him the most important lessons in Islam. 
 
The trick was, the apostles didn’t know he was an angel at the time. 
 
He came out of nowhere, and didn’t look like anyone that they knew.  They didn’t recognize him 
at all.  Although he had to have come out the desert, his clothes were extremely clean and 
white.  His hair and beard were dark black, with no dust in them.  Although he had to have 
travelled a long way to Madinah to see the Messenger, the apostles couldn’t see any signs of a 
long trip. His clothes are not even wrinkled!  
 
He sat down politely, very near to the Messenger and asked him several questions about Islam: 
what rituals Muslims must perform, the beliefs that Muslims must have, how to excel in religion, 
and about the Day of Judgement. When the Messenger answered these questions, the man 
replied, ‘You are correct.’ 
 
Now, this was an amazing thing.  The apostles of the Messenger were very knowledgeable 
having spent so much time around him, learning from him. And here is some guy walking in 
from the desert, daring to confirm answers about the religion, from the Messenger himself!! 
 
When he had finished his questioning, he got up and left.  A companion followed him but could 
not find any trace of the man afterwards.  The Messenger told them, 
 
“That was Gabriel, and he came to teach you your religion.” 
 
This isn’t just a fascinating anecdote from the life of our Messenger, it has been called by the 
scholars of Islam to be the most important report from his life. 
 
Here are just some of the many lessons we as new Muslims can take from this amazing 
narration: 
 

1. Treat your Teacher Well: When Gabriel approached the gathering, he was humble, and 
sat close to the Messenger and asked questions with the best of manners.  As we learn 
from anyone, we have to be humble and be polite. We shouldn’t argue or refuse to 
accept the information. 

2. Let the outside agree with the inside: Angel Gabriel asked about the acts of ritual 
devotion, and then he asked about the acts of the heart.  No one can have peace at 



heart unless these two aspects, the outer and the inner, are balanced in their lives.  We 
need to physically show our Islam, as well as have it in our hearts. 

3. Be aware of God: The Messenger explained to Gabriel about the levels of faith, the 
highest of which is ‘IHsaan’.  The Messenger said "It is that you should serve Allah as 
though you could see Him, for though you cannot see Him yet know that He sees you." It 
is a goal that we can all try to achieve, this level of faith.  It is demonstrated everywhere, 
not just during our ritual devotions. How do we treat others? What is our intention when 
we do good things? 

4. Recognize the Day of Judgement: Although the Messenger did not have the knowledge 
to share about when the Day of Judgement will take place, he did mention some signs 
on the earth that show that it’s coming soon. Scholars have noted that some of them 
have already taken place.  When we consider the Day of Judgement, we are reminded 
that soon our books of deeds will be audited, so we should do as much as we can to 
make sure we fill our good-deed book. 

 
Belief in God is found in all the aspects of faith, and the purpose of all the acts of worship is to 
get closer to God.  This report summarises all the ways that we can do this, and teaches us 
some important life lessons, too. 
 


